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Introduction 

Welcome to the GCSE Art & Design exemplar materials, we are providing a range of 
exemplars and commentaries that we hope will be useful in helping you to develop your 
own teaching and assessment practice.  
 
We have included exemplars from two mid-range candidates so that all teachers can gain 
a better grasp of the standard required. All the work used here is real candidate work and 
we hope you’ll find it interesting to be able to see a variety of work from different schools 
which will give you ideas that can help you develop your own course. 
 
This set of materials will focus on the GCSE Photography endorsement and will contain 
example work from both the Personal Portfolio and Externally Set Assignment units. The 
work shows the creative journey of development and experimentation all the way through 
to final outcome. Alongside this will be comments from the Chief Examiner explaining the 
value of each item included and how this contributed to the marks awarded. 
 
We hope that you find this a useful resource in approaching your assessment and delivery 
of GCSE Art & Design. 
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Unit 1 - Personal Portfolio 

40 Marks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This sequence of images, 
including the three on the 
following page, shows a series of 
final outcomes produced by the 
candidate for this portfolio. 
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The starting point for this portfolio of work is illustrated in the 
images on this page and the next which show the work of four 
practitioners to which the candidate responds in developing their 
work. 
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This provides 
visual evidence 
for AO3 
showing the 
candidate 
conducting 
first-hand 
photographic 
research. 
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The candidate has used the 
images from the previous page 
to inform the production of these 
final outcomes. 

The following set of images show 
the candidate exploring the work 
of others alongside processes 
and techniques. 
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 Here the candidate is looking at the work of others to explore compositional 

devices that inform final outcomes. 
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The candidate now 
moves on to 
producing first-hand 
visual research to 
support the 
development of 
their ideas. 
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The candidate produces a series 
of final outcomes supported by 
their investigation of 
composition. 
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Photographers provide a contextual starting 
point for a project with the theme “inside”. The 
candidate has carefully selected Eugène Atget 
as their key reference for the project. 
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Secondary sources have been collected to inform 
the development of the candidate’s own work. 
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The candidate has taken a series of 
photographs and used them to experiment 
with a variety of compositions. This 
provides clear evidence to support 
assessment decisions for AO2 and AO3. 
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 Here and on the previous page we can see exploration and 

development of the final outcomes using image manipulation 
software to layer and enhance different images. This shows 
evidence for AO2. 
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This series of appropriately 
realised final outcomes have 
been informed by the candidate’s 
contextual research. 

Final mark: 
AO1 - 10, AO2 - 10, AO3 - 10, AO4 – 10 
Total – 40 
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Unit 2 Externally Set Assignment 

48 marks 

 
 

 
 
 
 

This outcome is 
a response to 
the theme “I, 
me, mine”. 

In these notes we can see written, but not 
visual evidence of the candidate suggesting 
possible avenues for research and 
development of ideas. 
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The candidate is responding to photographs and lyrics that 
connect with the theme. 
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In these two images 
and on the following 
page the candidate is 
starting to 
investigate the work 
of Salvador Dali as a 
possible contextual 
link with her own 
work. This provides 
evidence for AO1. 
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The next three pages show the 
candidate conducting appropriate 
visual research to support the 
development of their personal 
response to the theme. 
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The candidate has taken a series 
of photographs and used them to 
experiment with a variety of 
compositions. This provides clear 
evidence to support assessment 
decisions for AO2 and AO3. 



 

GCSE Art & Design Exemplar Materials    31 
Prepared by Philip Barton · Authorised by Susan Young · Issue 1 

 
 
 
 

One of the research photographs is 
selected and manipulated to reflect the 
candidate’s interest in the work of 
Salavador Dali. 
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 The candidate revisits memories 

as a central focus for her 
response to the theme. 
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A new contextual link is 
considered with Luiz Monforte 
to support the further 
development of her response. 
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In the images on this page and 
the two previous pages the 
candidate carries out further 
visual research in support of 
different directions for her 
response. Image manipulation 
software is used to experiment 
with visual effects and 
composition inspired by 
Monforte. This is good evidence 
for AO2, AO3. 
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In these images and on 
the subsequent page 
the candidate 
researches the work of 
Peter Lindbergh which 
goes on to inform her 
own development and 
experimentation. 
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On this page and the next we 
see the candidate revisiting 
Monforte to help her move 
towards the final composition of 
her outcome. 
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The candidate presents an 
imaginative final outcome with 
an emerging sense of personal 
style. 

Final mark: 
AO1 - 12, AO2 - 12, AO3 - 11, AO4 – 13 
Total - 48 


