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Introduction

Welcome to the GCSE Art & Design exemplar materials, we are providing a range of
exemplars and commentaries that we hope will be useful in helping you to develop your
own teaching and assessment practice.

We have included exemplars from a high achieving candidate, a mid-range candidate and
a low achieving candidate so that all teachers can gain a better grasp of the standard
required. All the work used here is real candidate work and we hope you’ll find it
interesting to be able to see a variety of work from different schools which will give you
ideas that can help you develop your own course.

This set of materials will focus on the GCSE Fine Art endorsement and will contain
example work from the Externally Set Assignment unit. The work shows the creative
journey of development and experimentation all the way through to final outcome.
Alongside this will be comments from the Chief Examiner explaining the value of each item
included and how this contributed to the marks awarded.

We hope that you find this a useful resource in approaching your assessment and delivery
of GCSE Art & Design.
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Unit 2 — Externally Set Assignment

72 Marks

This final outcome has been
created in response to the
examination theme Similarities
and Differences. In this project
the candidate has particularly
focussed on looking at people.
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This sequence of images shows evidence
of primary research in the form of
drawing, painting and photography
portrait studies.
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These two images show evidence of the candidate
using a gallery visit to provide the opportunity to
investigate and respond to contextual sources. This
visit has allowed the candidate to identify and record
the work of some relevant artists to inform the
development of their work.
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This sequence of images shows the candidate extensively
exploring a range of artists’ techniques and how this
might be applied to their final piece.
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The candidate is
now developing
her studies using
first hand visual
research in the
form of her own
photographs.

In this image and the one on the next page the
candidate applies what has been discovered and
understood from the work of artists in relation to the
development of her ideas using further first hand
visual research.
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These four images show a
comprehensive and progressive
development towards the final
outcome exploring both
technique and composition.
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These images show
the candidate
resolving the final
piece with the ideas.
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Approximately Al
in size this fully
realised painting
shows a clear link
to the work of
Chrissy Angliker.

Final Mark:
AO1 - 19, AO2 - 17, AO3 - 18, AO4 — 18
Total - 72
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This final outcome was also in
response to the theme of
Similarities and Differences. In
this case the candidate has
chosen to focus more on natural
forms.

The candidate begins by using a
mind map to consider a variety
of starting points for their ESA
piece.
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Initially the candidate briefly explores natural
forms as a possible theme for their work with a

contextual link.
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In this sequence the candidate begins to
look at figurative contextual connections
using the work of Picasso, Spencer and
Matisse.
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The candidate collects several
second hand sources and uses
some of these as the basis for
studies in drawing and painting.
At this stage the candidate’s
focus is on portrait studies.
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At this stage in the
development of the
work the candidate
revisits contextual
studies and discovers a
more important
interest in the natural
forms with a particular
emphasis on Monet.
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The candidate is now exploring
with growing confidence Monet’s
application of paint.
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The candidate clearly states their
intention to use elements from a
composition by Monet combined
with their own visual research to
create a personal final outcome.
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The candidate has clearly

continued to develop their

realisation, refining the work as
it progresses. There is evidence
in the final outcome of relevant

Final Mark:
AO1 - 12, AO2 - 10, AO3 - 10, AO4 - 12,
Total — 44

selection and coherent
technique. The candidate has
shown a willingness to take some
risks in the process of painting.
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18 Marks

This final
outcome has
been created in
response to the
examination
theme “wraps”.

In these notes we can see written, but
not visual evidence of the candidate
suggesting possible avenues for
research and development of ideas.
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The candidate continues to make
written notes identifying a focus
on identity and stating
intentions, however the
candidate has not provided
visual evidence to support this.
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This is the first piece of visual
evidence that is produced. The
candidate makes clear their final
intentions and this piece clearly
links to the final outcome.
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The candidate states that Rauschenberg will
be their main influence for ideas. In their
second paragraph they say, “l have chosen
to use Robert Rauschenberg as | believe his
unique work will help me to do painting and
pieces of art in the same sort of style as
him. | like the way he uses this effect of
using objects, photographs and prints in
with his actual paintings to give a combines
piece. This will relate and work well with my
topic of youth culture (wraps).”
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The candidate
gathers visual
research that is
directly relevant to
their idea for the
final outcome. The
candidate employs
secondary visual
evidence supported
by written
commentary to move
forward with the
development of their
response.

This pencil study is drawn The images on the next page provide further

from a photograph on the evidence for AO3 where the candidate collects and

previous page and provides comments on a group of found images relevant to

evidence for AO3. his chosen theme and produces some pencil
sketches from these images.
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Here the candidate provides an
extensive written commentary
rather than focussing more
productively on appropriate
visual investigations.
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In this image
the candidate
makes a direct
link between his
own work and
that of
Rauschenberg.

AO3.

This image drawn from
another area of youth culture
provides some evidence for
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The final piece combines a
number of elements from the
preparatory studies to produce a
straightforward and unrefined
outcome that relates to the work
of Rauschenberg and the
candidate’s original intentions.

Final mark:
AOl1 — 5, AO2 —4, AO3 -5, AO4 -4

Total — 18
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